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The phenomenon of Islamophobia

Contemporary study in the light of the Holy Quran

.Dr . Adil AbdulSattar AbdulHassan Aljanabi
University of Baghdad

College of Education

he term «Islamophobia» has recently been used to express the state of

fear of Islam and Muslims¢ hatred of Islam and all that is related to it.
Given the danger of this phenomenon and its negative impact on Muslims¢
especially those living in the West. The phenomenon of (Islamophobia) is a
concept that literally means the collective fear sickness that drives negative
feelings in Western societies the fear of Islam and Muslims. Islamophobia
has become a racist phenomenon that has resulted in stereotypical ideas
and preconceptions based on misperceptions that translate into hate crimess
hostile to Islam and Muslims. Some international developments and events
have helped to speed up the phenomenon of Islamophobia. Quranic stories¢
the approach of tyrants¢ and the arrogant are portrayed by employing methods
of intimidation« lies¢ injustice« the heart of truths¢ and hatred for tyranny and
domination. The arrogant forces employed the phenomenon of Islamophobia
and terrorist organizations politically informally to serve their interests.
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Methods of reading religious text and its contemporary
mechanisms

Dr.Fares Fadeel
Imam Jafar al-Sadiq University

College of Arts Department of Islamic Education

n the Name Of Allah the most Merciful the most compassionate

Praise be to Allah , Lord of the worlds, and prayers and peace be upon

the most honorable messengers, Muhammad al-Sadiq al-Amin (may God’s

prayers and peace be upon him and his family), and to the good and well-respected
people of his house and his companions .

There is no doubt that religious texts stated in the Holy Qur’an and the Noble
Sunnah — in general - are a set of legal regulations and other rulings, and that they
include beliefs, morals and biography alike.

A Muslim does not doubt that these religious texts are the basis for the processes
of knowledge advancement and scientific prospecting that need many introductions
which are the thresholds paving for the interrogation of the religious text.

It is no a secret that those thresholds and bases are what have been driven in a
steady and reflection manner, so that no two disagree on them in the application.

It is natural that differences do not affect critical reading outputs .

Mechanisms and approaches subject to jurisprudence and circumstances are
incentives which stimulate differences in opinions and intellectual efforts, which is
the end of the present study.

This amount of argument necessitated many notable developments in the field of

deduction, mechanisms related to thinking, limitations of texts, and others .
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Read the Quranic text

Between romanticism and theoretical interpretation

Comparative research

Mohammed Hussain sadiq
House of Wisdom

Religion Studies Department

his research is concerned with the study of the language of the Quran:
Ta systematic study that adopted the accuracy of the study of science of
hierarchy since its inception until it became a science possessing knowledge
stock set by specific rules¢ and with the multiplicity of schools but it
maintained the purpose for the foundations of this science« and the main goal
is understanding the text< whether the text is religious¢ literary or historicalc
and therefore devoted many of the titles so that we can be fully briefed in all
its dimensions. This study discussed the most important problems that have
been recorded on this science« whether at the theoretical level or the cognitive
product of its pioneers who had a presence on the scene which is Islamic.
They were influenced by this Western product and carried its banner< and
presented a lot of research¢ and then we tried to search for the fruits that can
be used to understand the Quranic texts¢ and devoted a special title. As for
the language of the Quran¢ they touched on what distinguishes the language
of the Quran from the Arabic language¢« and then we dealt with the Islamic
schools that dealt with the texts of the Quran interpretation and understanding
and interpretation are three¢ virtual¢ esotericc and compromise¢ and then
singled us in search of the school of secularism in which we demonstrated
the difference. They then reviewed some examples of the symbolism of the
Qunan and how to deal with it in the framework of the right approach.
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God's love and criticism of Sufism at Imam Ali

Dr. Rahim Muhammad al-Saadi
Al-Mustansiriya University / College of Arts

Department of Philosophy

The spiritual tendency was so profound with Imam Ali that he became
an example for the knowledgeable, the Sufi, and the spiritual so that
the Iranian mysticism called him as a pleasure (the chief saints).

Based on this, there is a strong relationship between Imam Ali and
spiritual phenomena, and this was represented by two axes, the first relates
to innovative spiritual ideas at Imam Ali and the second is represented by
organizational methods such as rag and fatwa and so on, except that all this
does not mean saying that Imam Ali set a method in Sufism or that this The
spiritual line was present at the time of Imam Ali (as) as a clear method.

He criticized the Imam for Sufism and spoke about a set of concepts
that have an important relationship with the spiritual side and Arfaan, and
he touched on divine love, brilliant lightning, truth, and others, which are
philosophical and spiritual concepts that formed a spiritual and cultural
presence in Islamic civilization
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Women and their right to marry in the three monotheistic
religions: Judaism. Christianity and Islam

Ahmed Abdul Sattar Ali

Baghdad Provincial Council

‘ x J omen in society and religions have many rights« the most Prominent
Of them Is there Rights in life ¢ Participation In community
And Choosing Their life partner . I have mentioned in my discussion The
analyzing And referencing The rights of women to have marriage In the three
monotheistic Religions¢« The Christianity« Judaism And Islam <Adopting The
Original references for these religions as a source for all my Knowledge and
information ¢ and mentioning the good and bad sides for each religion ¢ also
explaning the the changes that accompanied the legislation from the earliest
religions to the Islam. I have concluded that all the three religions share many
similar features ¢« however the dissensions are formalism and varies from
religion to another ¢« and also depends on misrepresentations in these religions
which the God has destined .
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Moral duties of Abdullah Shubar

Dr.Entesar Salman Saad
Kufa University / College of Arts

Department of Philosoph

he human self is always eager to communicate and interact with the
Tother‘ because he is social in nature and seeks to form relations and
build friendships with the other« he always seeks to resort to his brother because
«from his necessary needs is the need for belonging ¢« and this belonging is by
instinct from birth to make him away from isolation and introvertion ¢ and must
To perform work and commitment with his brother with the moral duties¢ and
the value of the human and his high standing is from supreme duties and moral
commitments that he adheres with others and be a measure in the evaluation of
his actions ¢« on the one hand« on the other hand¢« we find the impulse¢« and this
impulse is the duty that drives him to comply and work with the moral duties
as stated by the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger« moreover« we
find that moral duties have a significant role in modifying and directing human
behavior and ethics because they lead him to the correct behavior.
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Al-Koran ( Collection of Eloquence
in the Interpretation of Koran ) . Dar
Al-Uloom Liltahqiq wal Tiba’a (Al-
Uloom Publishing House ) .
Al-Kharbush ¢« Abdulwadood . “Sikol-
giat Al-Tadharuf Al-Aqaidi “ ( Psy-
chology of Extremism ) . Majalat
Shabakat Al-Maaloomat Al-Nafsiya
Al-Arabiya ( Journal of Arab Psycho-
logical Information Net ¢ issue 22 —
2010 ¢« 26.

Habash ¢ Muhamad . “ Ustatab wa
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killed ) : 428 fatwa of Ibn Teimiya .
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e Global Terrorism Index 2014 .
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In Syria ¢« ISIS burned ( Maath Al-
Kasasba) the young Jordanian pilot
till death ¢ and they advertised that
they did that crime according to Ibn
Taymiyah fatwa .

How would extremists « who once
judged Imam Ali bin abi Talib ¢ the
master of pious and the closest per-
son to the Prophet Muhammad ¢ as
disbeliever and killed him « treat peo-
ple of different religions ¢ faiths and
sects ?!

Today ¢ they kill scientists ¢ ordi-
nary people ¢ intellectuals « Muslims
and non-Muslims under religious
slogans and deviated interpretations .

Conclusion

The problem is much deeper than
one can imagine . This germ ¢ which
has amounted to ( 56) countries now
( GTI 2015 ) ¢ can be up to other
countries if the roots of extremism
are not addressed and followed up .

Takfiri books have been printed
in millions of copies ¢ Takfiri fatwas
have been spread for decades and
millions of dollars have been spent
on the preparation of the advocates
of'this ideology sending them to vari-
ous countries around the world .

What we reap today : killing ¢
death ¢ displacement and crimes of
religious ¢ sectarian and human ex-
termination are only some fruits of
this ideology and history . The devas-

tating effects can not be handled un-
less by going back to the roots drying
up the intellectual and ideological
springs of extremism .

Search every terrorist’s memory ¢
house ¢ office and computer and you
will find an Imam of Takfir and a
package of fatwas .

To encounter this ferocious wave
is not through passing and imperma-
nent confrontations but through in-
ternational cooperation starting with
the pen not with a rifle .
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...etc.

Subjective or personal under-
standing can not be given to the text
as a final understanding or interpre-
tation because it is a self reading
which is different of what is usually
understood by people « linguists and
experts ( Al-Sadr ¢« vol.3 « p.276 ) .

Early interpreters of Koran are
aware of the negative results and
consequences of subjective in-
terpretations therefore they have
confirmed the prevention of ex-
planation or interpretation built on
self opinions without taking into
consideration basic principles and
context . They argue that “ who-
ever gives subjective interpreta-
tion to Koran based upon his own
ideas without taking into account
the evidences of its words ¢ wrong
ormisinterpretations will result in “
( Tabrasi ¢« vol.1¢p14) .

The validity of the approach is
that it is an important guarantee to
conclude better results .

Extremists do not read Koran
in the proper way ¢ i.e. ¢ follow-
ing through its meanings in other
sources taking into consideration
its condition and context ¢ referring
to specialists and experts .

They interpret and explain it as
they believe and want ¢« with pre-
conceived ideas . Actually < most of

those people (since ancient times)
are ignorant . Imam Ali describes
them as “ foolish and ignorant . In
the present day ¢« statistics indicate
that most of extremists are igno-
rant and half-educated (Kharbash
¢« 2010); hence ¢ their readings are
mostly wrong and superficial .

Extremists read Koran not to
understand its meanings ¢ as evi-
denced by language and verses ¢ but
read it with preconceived ideas to
find verses which support their ide-
as and ideology . They decide upon
their ideas and ideology then they
go to read the Holy Koran ; they
read to judge not to seek judgments
overlooking the interpretations and
explanations of senior scholars and
experts which do not support their
points of view . They adopt only
what is consistent with their doc-
trine justifying their actions .

Extremists have authorities
which also deal with others through
the weapon of Takfir . A researcher
has found 428 Fatwa ( legal re-
ligious opinion ) of Takfir in Ibn
Taymiyah ( 1262-1327 ) books for
very ordinary things like saying
that Allah is not above heavens ¢
no one can see Allah at Doomsday
¢ leaving or delaying one’s prayer ¢
in addition to many things or situa-
tions which nobody is able to avoid
.(Habash ¢ 2016 « the year ) .
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in the application of the verses con-
cerned with ruling or authority
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(Verily ¢« we did send down the
Taurat ‘Torah  ( to Moses ) : therein
was guidance and light <by which the
Prophets « who submitted themselves
to Allah’s Will ¢ judged for the Jews
. And the rabbis and the priests {too
judged for the Jews by the Torah after
those Prophets} ¢« for to them was en-
trusted the protection of Allah’s book
¢« and they were witnesses thereto .
Therefore fear not men but fear Me
(oh Jews ) and sell not My Verses for
a miserable price . And whosoever
does not judge by what Allah has
revealed ¢ such are the Kafirun ‘dis-
believers’ “ Table« 44”) .The cause
and the context of revelation have
been overlooked and the verse with
the concept and principle of disbe-
lief have been generalized without
taking into consideration other pos-
sible meanings . This verse has been
interpreted in such a way to include
all people who accept the rule and
judgment issued by persons ; as in-
terpreted by Khawarij (64 A.H.)

Extremists judge every ruler (or
government) which does not prac-
tice or apply even one provision ¢ for

one reason or another ¢« to be Kafir
(disbeliever) . Moreover ¢ they ex-
pand this judgment to include states
¢« people and whole communities or
societies as they keep silent or ac-
cept what happen ( for example ¢ the
group called  Al-Takfir wa Al-Hijra
{ Takfir and Emigration } ) . This ide-
ology has been developed by ISIS to
the extent that all Muslims ¢« except
for their group and those who follow
or accept their ideology ¢ are consid-
ered disbelievers or apostates forget-
ting or overlooking what is stated in
Koran

i se o ) ) )yl ) 51 6EY

(And say not to anyone who
greets you : ‘ you are not a believer
“women ¢« 94 «“) .

The fundamental problem with
extremists is the methodology they
adopt in reading texts . In fact ¢ there
are two types of reading :

Firstly: the objective reading
which detects the intended meaning
through the linguistic relationships
and general methods of expression .
Texts addressing people should em-
ploy familiar meanings ¢ structure
and linguistic relationships .

Secondly: the subjective under-
standing of the texts which is impact-
ed by the personal circumstances and
factors of readers . hence ¢ such read-
ings will vary from one individual to
another depending on her/his men-
tal capacity and social relationships

Religious Extremism And The Problem Of Reading The Founding Text



accordance with the linguistic and
semantic rules of context and the
explanations of earlier Sihaba .

There are little differences in
explanation since it is built on lan-
guage ; however ¢ differences in in-
terpretation and the details of pro-
visions in the Figh are much more
frequent ( Al-Ameen «2007) .

There are two aspects which
should be handled :

1-Differences in details have
great effects ¢ especially with re-
gard to the provisions of Jihad (holy
war ) and the relationship with non-
Muslims . Some traditional inter-
pretations were not void of hall-
marks of extremism ¢ particularly as
they were related to a certain time
and place to make them general and
absolute without limitations or re-
strictions . ( see :Tafsir Ibn Kathir ¢
Surat Al-Toba ¢ verse 5 ) .

2-The interpretation of Al-Mu-
jmal ( ambiguous ) verses should
not be dealt with separately unless
there is a consensus on that ; the
same thing is applied to the appli-
cation of verses .

Most of the attitudes adopted by
extremists are wrongly conceived
in interpreting both kinds of verses:
war verses and Al-Mujmal verses .
The first kind of verses are related to
war circumstances which Muslims

used to face in battles . These pro-
visions are similar to engagement
rules and defensive war ( like kill
or be killed ) ; however ¢« extrem-
ists have generalized them without
taking into account the whole set of
the provision paying no attention to
the conditions of war and the prohi-
bition of abuse .

Koran says

Y 5 oS85l Al Al Jass B S
« Cpdizall Camy Y dl) () ) gatad

( Fight in the cause of Allah
those who fight you and do not
transgress ; Allah love not aggres-
sors

(( Cow ¢ 190)) (They cut texts
to take up the order to fight without
fight conditions and circumstanc-
es ; in doing ¢ they legislated war
against the whole world overlook-
ing all the Koranic verses which
confirm the sanctity of human soul

#\H\@&@Snﬂ_‘hd;\w»

oaY) Al o) edi pam Luads JB (e )

Lt LailSd labia) (o g lesan il (8 Lail<d
« O el Y1 (8 ) amy agia |0

whoever slays a soul « unless it
be for manslaughter or for mischief
in the land ¢ it is as though he slew
all men « Table « 32»

The same mistake is committed
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preting Koran .

Experts in Koranic studies clas-
sify Koranic texts into two types :

The first type is « Al-Mupain »
(manifest) «.e. « the texts which clar-
ify and explain themselves by them-
selves through wording . They do not
require an extra explanation from
these texts or from another source .

Most of Koranic verses which de-
fine the basic parameters of Islam ¢
faith ¢« and call for guidance ¢<good
deeds and virtues of morality which
describe the provisions of the rules
related to worship and conditions are
of this type .

The second type is « Al-Mujmal»
(ambiguous ¢ general) which are not
definite ; hence ¢ it requires an expla-
nation or interpretation which can be
a verse or Sunnah . Al-Mujmal does
not necessarily mean that is not clear
¢ but it may potentially have more
than one meaning like homonyms
which requires to decide upon the
most appropriate and likely meaning
by employing other verses ¢« Sunnah ¢
context ¢« the cause of revelation and
other rules of interpretation .

Some Mujmal is clear in its mean-
ing « but does not include the details «
like many of the acts of worship such
as prayer ¢ fasting ... etc « which are
explicitly mentioned in the holy Ko-
ran but their rules and ways of per-
formance are explained and shown

by Sunnah . See (Al-Zerkeshi ¢« Al-
Burhan ¢ Al-Seyoti : Al-Itkan) .

Koranic verse can also be clas-
sified into two types : (Al-Sayou-
ti<1966 ¢ p.693)

Firstly / Al-Muhkam verses and
Al-Mutshabih (ambiguous) verses
which are Mujmal .

Differences in understanding have
emerged since the time of the revela-
tion of Koran ; yet ¢ they are soon
removed due to the presence of the
Prophet and his companions (Sihaba)
. However « the differences space has
widened with the passage of time
with the development of language
diversity of perceptions of human
understanding and interaction with
other nations and other civilizations .

Scholars and interpreters of Koran
have a general consensus concerning
the majority of the rules and princi-
ples of Islam . They differ in some
details .

Al-Shatibi < one ofthe senior schol-
ars ¢« confirms that Al-Mutashabih
(which is classified within Al-Muja-
mal ) is not considered as part of the
principal basic modules of Koran but
part of the secondary branches ; the
same is applied to Al-Naskh ( aboli-
tion ) . ( Al-Shatibi ¢ p.63 ) .

Scholars and interpreters of Koran
have objectively criticized Koranic
interpretations and explanations in

Religious Extremism And The Problem Of Reading The Founding Text



Many researchers and study
centers have focused on this phe-
nomenon ; however ¢« the expansion
of danger ¢ the evolution of evil
methods ¢ the complexity of mo-
tives and the diversity of terrorist
elements require further researches
and studies which should not be
only limited to social and political
approaches ¢« despite their impor-
tance ¢« but also to the historical
roots ¢ religious heritage and even
metaphysical beliefs which make
“ Jihadists ¢ blow themselves up
in the middle of insecure people in
temples ¢« schools or markets .

All these facts require a study of
religious extremism from multiple
angles in search of causes and treat-
ments .

Problematic Readings of The
Founding Text

“ Problematic Readings “ here
means the differences in under-
standing and interpreting of the
Holy Koran texts and ¢« sometimes
¢ the Sunnah (Prophetic Tradition) ¢
which result in differences in ideas
< understanding and interpretations

Some of these interpretations
may be the founding ideas of ex-
tremism especially when they can-
cel others ¢ authorizing individuals
or groups to use force . sometimes
Takfiri (labeling others as Kafir

‘disbeliever’) terrorist groups judge
others as apostates and disbelievers
¢« and accordingly must be killed .

First of all <« we must know the
nature of the Koranic texts and their
potentiality to be interpreted in dif-
ferent ways ¢ just like other texts
¢« and consequently resulting in a
problematic aspect .

Does Koran have different as-
pects and interpretations ¢ as stated
by Imam Ali peace be upon him ¢
and accordingly subject to different
interpretations that each person can
explain and interpreted as desired ?
Or does the problem lie elsewhere
? Deviant understanding and errors
must be determined .

Differences may occur even in
interpreting or understanding con-
stitutions or any other texts (and
some are written by senior legal ex-
perts) ¢ in their applicability and ap-
plication which make people resort
to experts of law and constitutional
courts to resolve the disputes . Ex-
perts often resort to linguistic struc-
tures ¢« constitutions articles ¢ valid
general principles ¢ the interpreta-
tions and explanations of the con-
stitution ¢« the atmospheres of writ-
ing the constitution and some other
factors which help in understanding
articles ¢ their interpretation and ap-
plication ; almost the same thing is
applied to understanding or inter-
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are hundreds of shoppers and young
viewers of European Football ( Euro
2016) .

Although terrorism has no reli-
gion ¢« neither Hitler (1889-1945)
nor Mussolini (1883-1945) were re-
ligious ¢ yet ; a lot of authoritarian
governments were acting in the name
of religion . It is regrettable that most
terrorists at the beginning of this cen-
tury adopted religious slogans and
motives ( GTI12014 ).

In a study conducted in Jordan
on extremism factors ¢ intellectual
factor comes second to social fac-
tor preceding economic and political
factors .

Moreover ¢ the study shows that
¢ as far as religious reasons or fac-
tors are concerned ¢ the major reason
is the absence of a deep understand-
ing of Islamic texts . (Alrawashda ¢
2015) « as in the following table :

Sequence | Number

Items

Arithmetical
Average

Standard
deviation

degree

The absence of deep
understanding of
Islamic texts is a source
of extremism

4,13

1,02

Large

Lack of guidance and
advice

3,93

1,02

Large

Extremism is the output
of extremist religious
groups

3,75

1,12

Large

Fatwas from media is a
source of extremism

3,74

1,09

Large

Religious marginality
is a main source of
ideological extremism

3,73

1,03

Large

Extremism is a result of
unjustified wars against
Muslim countries .

3,68

1,02

Large

Extremism is a result of
unjustified wars against
Muslim countries .

3,60

1,14

Medium

8 36

Other faiths affiliates
abuses to Islam is a
source of extremism .

Total

3,76

0,61

large
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Religious Extremism And The Problem Of
Reading The Founding Text

The present paper touches upon
Extremism which employs violence
as a means to impose its faith and
achieve its objectives away from
peaceful and legal means.

Extremism and the subsequent
terror is almost the first problem
of the world which threatens peace
and security .

It is embodied in the ugliest
forms of aggressiveness which have
affected innocent people : young¢
elderly ¢« women and children of
various nationalities and religions .

History of Extremism

It may be difficult to determine the
beginnings of violent extremism
in the history of the world ¢« which
was harsh and painful throughout
its pages . People still remember

(*) Beitulhikma (The House of Wisdom)

(* ) Dr. IThsan Al-Ameen

the Nazi crimes ( 1933--1945 ) «
Fascism (1922--1043) « the mass
killings in Bosnia and Herzegovina
(1992--1995) in Europe ¢ massa-
cres committed by Khmer Rouge
(1975-1979) in Cambodia ¢« the
massacres of Rwanda (1994) and
. apartheid in Africa ...etc
Today Iraq is one of the coun-
tries which encounter an evil and
wicked invasion of terrorist groups
“The Islamic State in Iraq and Syria
“or the short form “ISIS” or “IsIl” .

ISIS and its sisterly terrorist or-
ganizations committed the worst
crimes whether in the areas cap-
tures like Mosul ¢ Salahuddin and
Anbar or in the other areas . Killing
and displacement took place in the
captured areas ; blasts bombings
and explosions took place in oth-
ers . The most recent massacre is in
Baghdad’s Karrada whose victims
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